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Fringe isn’t new. In fact, it has 
been featured prominently 
in apparel from ancient 

Mesopotamia to the tribes of North 
America. Later incorporated into 
flapper dresses in the 1920s, leather 
motorcycle jackets in the 1950s and 
hippie-style vests and bell-bottoms in 
the 1960s and ’70s, this trending trim 
has traversed decades, and is making 
a resurgence once more—this time 
on the runway.

“We’ve seen fringe make a huge 
comeback in the past year,” says 
stylist Molly Downing, who splits 
her time between Newport Beach 
and New York and is one South 
Coast Plaza’s personal shoppers. 
“The [2022] Met Ball’s theme of 
Gilded Glamour embodied the 
grandeur … of America, which 
really rang in our belated emer-
gence … to the Roaring 2020s.”

There are a number of ways to 
wear this style, ensuring that you can 
incorporate it into outfits for every 
occasion. Dress it up with silk fringe 
on a dress or skirt or layer feather 
fringe for an effortlessly chic look, 
or go for a more casual look with 
a suede jacket adorned with fringe 
edging. “Silk fringe can give off an 
opulent, Gatsby style while leather 
fringe is laid-back and can be worn 
every day,” Downing explains.

A classic suede jacket is perfectly 
paired with denim cutoff shorts or 
a white LoveShackFancy skirt or 
dress; vintage sweatshirts paired with 
fringe skirts are also trending right 
now. Finish off these outfits with cute 
sneakers or structured leather boots. 

For dressier occasions, make a fringe 
dress the centerpiece of your look 
or consider pairing a silk fringe top 
with matching bottoms for a textured 
monotone style—and don’t forget 
the heels for added style. “Heels 
elevate every look,” Downing notes, 
recommending a black option with a 
pointed toe.

Put simply, fringe pairs best with 
denim, leather or white hues. And 
don’t shy away from matching pieces 
that both have this fierce edging. 
“Right now, the fashion trend is ‘any-
thing goes,’ so layer everything,” she 
says. “Think fringe-on-fringe.”

Don’t forget to accessorize as well. 
Though it may sound intimidating, 
accessorizing with fringe can be 
rather easy, especially when dressing 
down. Grab a cowboy hat, some 
boots and an oversize bag and you’ve 
got a stylish, on-trend outfit with 
minimal effort.

Another option is to incorporate 
the trend itself in your add-ons, with 
designer brands like Louis Vuitton 
and Yves Saint Laurent producing 
fringe-adorned handbags and other 
fashion houses, such as Givenchy 
and Dolce & Gabbana, adding it to 
both ankle and knee-high boots. 
Elsewhere, the edging can be found 
on belts, hats and even jewelry.

The movement this type of trim 
presents is especially alluring for 
parties or dinners, Downing says. 
“I think the fringe trend just makes 
every occasion more fun,” she adds. 
Whether you’re going for cowgirl or 
glam, this style will likely be hanging 
around for a while.

FRINGE BENEFITS
ADD SOME FLAIR TO YOUR FASHION GAME WITH THE RESURGENCE OF THIS 
STYLISH EDGING.
BY ASHLEY RYAN

T R E N D ON THE EDGE
ENHANCE YOUR LOOK WITH A TRENDING TRIM, INCORPORATED EXPERTLY INTO THESE LOCALLY AVAILABLE ITEMS.

1) Turn heads in the vibrant  
CYNTHIA DRESS, a lime green 
mini sheath that features a 
layer of ostrich feathers along 
the straight neckline; head 
online to grab the same dress 
in a more subtle coral color, 
$795, at elysewalker, Lido 
Marina Village. (949-612-2646; 
elysewalker.com)

2) For a look that’s a little 
more Western cowgirl than 

flapper, opt for the DV by Dolce 
Vita NEMILY FRINGE BOOTS, 
which feature fringe detailing 
down the outer side and come 
in a rich mahogany color to 
complement any outfit, $78, 
at francesca’s, Fashion Island. 
(949-272-9420; francescas.com)

3) Layer Mod Goddess’ DENIM 
FRINGE JACKET with any 
look for a pop of texture; the 
neutral ivory color makes it 

easy to mix and match while 
the suede fringe detailing 
along the front and shoulders 
adds character, $124, at Stevie 
Sister, Fashion Island. (949-
640-5477; steviesister.com)

4) With flirty bubble sleeves, 
a chic square neckline, classic 
floral print and off-white feather 
fringe covering the body of 
the BERYL MINI DRESS, it’s a 
beautifully romantic option for 

incorporating this stylish trend, 
$695, with advance order at 
LoveShackFancy, Lido Marina 
Village. (949-432-5136;  
loveshackfancy.com) 

5) The perfect accessory 
to add some class to your 
ensemble, the FRINGE 
CLUTCH features trim in the 
form of pink and green glass 
and acrylic beads, paired with 
a slip pocket and snap closure, 

$98, with advance order at 
Anthropologie’s The Terrain 
Pop-Up!, Fashion Island. (949-
720-9946; anthropologie.com)

6) Crafted with sleek silk in a 
bold green hue, the KLARA TOP 
and KLARA SKIRT by Cinq à 
Sept make the perfect matching 
set for a fun yet elegant look, 
$295 each, at Neiman Marcus, 
Fashion Island. (949-759-1900; 
neimanmarcus.com) NBM

The sleeveless, cropped LULU FRINGE TOP, $295, and matching, high-waisted 
CLEO FRINGE PANTS, $345, each come in elegant black and feature a fringe hem 
that is perfect for spending a night out on the town or just a casual dinner along 
Newport’s coastline, at Cynthia Rowley, Lido Marina Village. (949-220-4810;  
cynthiarowley.com)
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